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     The glyptic material found at Kom el-Hisn in 1984 and 1986 can be divided into three groups:  impressions of cylinder (roll) seals; stamp seals; and impressions of stamp seals.

IMPRESSIONS OF CYLINDER SEALS
     The cylinder seal, typically rolled over a large clay cap which was applied over the top of a vessel, was used in the Early Dynastic period and continued in use in the Old Kingdom.  However, in the Old Kingdom the seal waw usually applied to much smaller lumps of fine clay which were used to seal documents, small containers, and boxes.1  The decorative scheme of the Old Kingdom cylinders generally consisted of the Horus name (also ring names) of the king and, additionally, the titles of the seal's owner, but, in contrast to Early Dynastic seals, not the owner's name.  Old Kingdom seals characteristically were small and were often applied several times in a criss-cross pattern partly obliterating the impressions of the previous rollings.2
     So far we have found one certain example of an impression made with a cylindrical (roll) seal at Kom el-Hisn (Figure 1a).  This small lump of clay (L. 2.5 cm, W. 2.2 cm) was convex, smoothed on the top, and slightly concave on the reverse, with impressions of reed/papyrus.  The top of this clay was impressed with what appears to be three partly crossing impressions of a cylindrical seal.  The pattern consists (bottom row) of two palace facades interspaced with faint traces of titles (according to parallels).  The upper part of the serekh, which should containn the Horus name of a king, seems to be missing.  Instead, following directly above the facades are two Horus falcons, one with a crown (the crown of the other is partially obliterated).  Because the middle part of the seal impression is destroyed, it cannot be determined with certainty if the falcons are a part of the same seal impression as the palace facades.  Such a decoration scheme -- a serekh without the Horus name -- has no parallel in the Old Kingdom.  It seems more likely that the falcons are remains of another seal impression that destroyed parts of an upper and lower previous sealing.  The upper seal impression over the row of falcons is also partly destroyed.  Remains of what appears to be the upper part of a serekh (?) with, inside on the right a "t" visible (part of a Horus name) and rounded signs under and next to this, are recognizable.  Even though we cannot yet connect this seal impression with any particular king, the type of rolling and the seal's pattern date it to the Old Kingdom.4
STAMP SEALS
     Stamp seals began to replace cylindrical seals at the end of the Old Kingdom but never eliminated them completely.5  An example of one type of stamp seal -- the half-cylinder -- was found at Kom el-Hisn, made of steatite (L. 1.6 cm, W. 0.7 cm, H. 0.5 cm), pierced longitudinally for stringing, and with rounded back and flat underside (Figure 1c).  The bottom plate is carved with a line pattern (almost geometric) resembling a person with uplifted arms.  Similar pieces have been found at various places throughout Egypt, the closest parallels being those from Hu6 and Qua/Badari7 broadly dated to the 6th to 8th Dynasties.  The Kom el-Hisn seal, according to associated ceramic finds, should be dated to the 6th Dynasty.

     A second type of stamp seal found at Kom el-Hisn is the ever-popular scarb (Figure 1d).  Made of steatite, this scarab has a simple back pattern with one line dividing the wings, a simplified head, and a squared profile with the legs indicated by a light grooving, all of which seem to indicate a late First Intermediate Period/early Middle Kingdom date.8  The engraved design onn the underside consists of two parallel curved lines at each end of the oval plate,, and two crossing curving lines in the middle that create a "fish" pattern.  Similar patterns occur rarely at other sites, the closest parallels being found at Sedment,9 dated to the 9th-10th Dynasties, and at Harageh10 (undated).

STAMP SEAL IMPRESSIONS
     Fragments of stamp seal impressions were found in slightly larger numbers at Kom el-Hisn, occuring mainly in areas dated by ceramic evidence to up to the 12th Dynasty. 

     The pattern of round (button) seal impressions resembling the hieroglyph for city (cross pattern) appeared in Egypt at the end of the Old Kingdom and continued in use over a long period as a decoration on scarabs (oval impression).  According to parllels, the Kom el-Hisn example (Figure 1e) probably belongs to the beginning of the occurence of this pattern (6th to 8th Dynasties), since in later times button seals were replaced almost completely by scarab seals.11
      Various fragments of seal impressions (Figure 1f-h) with linked scroll designs12 were found on especially fine dark grey clay, usually with either cloth or papyrus impressions on the reverse side.  One example of a looped cords and scroll pattern13 was also found (Figure 1i).  These patterns are found frequently throughout Egypt, however, with such variation that almost no two are exactly alike.  Some of these scarabs/impressions date to pre-Middle Kingdom times,14 but generally the patterns continue in use over a much longer period, so that more precise dating must rely on associated finds.15
     Definitely dating to the Middle Kingdom are two seal impressions with hieroglyphic inscriptions (Figure 1j and 1l).  The upper part of a stamp seal on dark grey clay (ca. 1.3 cm) showes the signs reading "Shtp-(ib)-r'," the throne name of Ammenmens I.  Parallels to these pieces in the UC and MMA are better preserved and show these to be private name seals of persons called "Shtp-ib-r' 'nh" and "Shtp-ib-r'-snb," respectively.16  The Kom el-Hisn seal impressions do not have the last part of the name preserved, but the scheme was clearly the same.

     We also found a larger seal impression (Figure 1k and 1m) (L. 2.4 cm, W. 2.2 cm), which was clearly used to seal a document, since the back has the preserved impression of a papyrus sheet.  The front impression reads "rsy [sic] h3 (n) t3ty..."  Middle Kingdom parallels show readings of "h3 n t3ty n tp rsy"17 or "h3 n t3ty n njwt rsyt."18  In both cases the seals are administrative, mentioning a "hall of the vizier in the south" and "hall of the vizier in the southern city," respectively.
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