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        CHRONOLOGIES OF FAYYUM OCCUPATIONS

     Table XX presents all the known radiocarbon dates from the Fayyum and some of those from other Egyptian and North African sites as a comparison.  Recent reanalyses of radiocarbon correction curves (Hassan 19xx; Shaw 1984; Haas n.d.) suggests the following about radiocarbon dates from Egypt.  First, as Shaw notes (1984:81) the "high precision Irish Oak calibration curve" not only seems applicable to Egyptian sites, but in the case of Tell-Amarna, seems to fit the chronology based on astronomical texts and other documents quite well.  But there are many ambiguities, ranging from the appropriateness of various correction curves to the use of the weighted averages and other statistics (Hasan 1980; Shaw 1984; Long and Rippeteau 1974).

    If we take the radiocarbon dates in Figure XX as generally accurate with regard to their absolute chronological age, there is general confirmation of what has long been accepted: that agricultural economies appeared in the Nile Valley several millennia after they were well-established in southwest Asia.  But there remains the possibility that substantial domestication and even agricultural economies had appeared in Saharan oases at about the same time, or even before, they did in Southwest Asia.

     To some extent the relative age of these two complexes of early aagriculture is a minor question.  We know that the origins of agriculture in Africa and Southwest Asia was a long-term process that involved an area extending from the river valleys of the western Mediterranean to the highlands of Pakistan, and that within that broad area there was great diversity in initial agricultural strategies, floral and faunal components

     A precise chronology will be required for a productive analysis of Egyptian agricultural origins, particularlywith regard to the correlations between sites in different areas and with climatic events.

     Fekri Hassan has recently published several attempts to sort out chronological problems for the periods of primary relevance here--the Neolithic, Predynastic, and Epipaleolithic.  His analysis--which incorporates work by Close (1980, 1984), Flight (1973), and others (Hassan, "Radiocarbon chronology of Neolithic and Predynastic sites in Upper Egypt and the Delta, The African Archaeological Review, 3, 1985, p. 97), 

Provide a table of all Fayyum dates and then publish a revision of Fekri's Figure 2 in the above article to place the Fayyum in comparative context






