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Fayyum Ecology and Geology

    The ecological and geological context in which the Fayyum archaeological evidence must be interpreted has been the subject of considerable research (reviewed in Wendorf and Schild 1976:155-62; see also Pawlikowski 1983). The most recent and comprehensive analysis is that of Hassan (1986, in press), whose reconstruction of lake levels is presented in Figure 3.  Hassan concluded that the Fayyum Lake--the Birket Qarun--was connected to the Nile through most of its history and that it rose and fell annually with the river.  Through most of its ancient history the lake was much larger than it is today (Figure 1) and much less saline.  Sometime in the first millennium B.C. the direct connection of the lake to the Nile was apparently interrupted--perhaps for the purpose of transforming part of the lake into agricultural lands.  Generally, it seems probable that the Birket Qarun was a productive resource for most of the Holocene, but there were periods of sharp fluctuation in lake levels (e.g., c. 7000-6000 BP).  The fish, fowl, and other aquatic resources of the Oasis may not have been greatly affected by fluctuating lake levels, but, as is discussed below, the produce of agricultural fields near the lake shores may well have been dramatically affected by changing lake levels.

 levels is presented in Figure 3.  Hassan concluded that the Fayyum Lake--the Birket Qarun--was connected to the Nile through most of its history and that it rose and fell annually with the river.  Through most of its ancient history the lake was much larger than it is today (Figure 1) and much less saline.  Sometime in the first millennium B.C. the direct connection of the lake to the Nile was apparently interrupted--perhaps for the purpose of transforming part of the lake into agricultural lands.  Generally, it seems probable that the Birket Qarun was a productive resource for most of the Holoce






