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Introduction
     The Fayyum was one of the single richest provinces of the entire Roman Republic in latter Imperial times, and still today the periphery of the oasis is dominated by the cities of that era (Figure 1). 

     Although the pre-Roman occupations of the Fayyum was the main focus of our research, we surveyed the southern and twestern edges of the Oasis for sites of all periods, including the Graeco-Roman era.  We also mapped one site in particular--which was poorly known--and collected and drew some of the pottery from twithin its area.

    This brief chapter summarizes our work and attempts to relate the Graeco-Roman settlement pattern to the other, earlier periods of occuaption.

The Ecological Context
    Although the Fayyum towns of the Graecon-Roman period were creations in part of the international forces of trade and resttlement (many of the first Roman Fayyumiis were gallic army veterans), the specifics of the Graecon-Roman settlement pattern were sharply and directly determined by environmental factors.  The draining of the Fayyum lake inXXXX BC revealed the rich lake bed and nearly all the major GR settlements are situated on or immediately adjacent to the lake bed. (draw a map showing this and revealing the ancient Roman roads; why is Qasr Qarun so far from the lake bed.? or was it actaully on the lake shore when the lake was much larger?

     LIfe in the Ptolemaic Fayyum was lived within the narrow compass of an annual rise of 14 cubits (just necessary for reasonable agricultural productivity and 25 cubits (when flooding would begin to make significance losses in productivity) (Toepel 305).

The Graeco-Roman Settlement Pattern
     Unlike the other periods of settlement in the Fayyum, we have an informative documentary record that tells us much about the conomic functioning and geography of the gr Fayyum.

     A particularly important study is Toepel's Studies in the Administration and Economic History of Tebtunis in the First Century A. D.  In this work a series of documents dating to the last 4 months of A.D. 42 and the entire year A.D. 45-46, and the first  4 months of A.D. 46-7 have been analyzed.  These documents come from Tebtunis' grapheion, the town office where official records were written, stored, and notarized. 

    Already by Gr times, the fayyum was locked into an international economy, such that a bad Nile flood could spell evil times for people as far away as Italy and Gaul.
