 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     The 10 lithic scatters studied by The University of Rome's 1966-68 expedition to the northeastern fayyum shore (Figure  ) (Puglisi 1967) are quite similar to those reported in the sdame area by Wendorf and Schild (1976) and to FS-2 (Figure X) which we analyzed in 1981.

     The designation of these sites as "Terminal Paleolithic" by the italians (Mussi, Caneva and Zaratinni 1984:185) should not obscure their similarity to the "Qarunian" industries identified by Wendorf and Schild.

     Mussi et al identify 10 points onwhich their sites differ fromthose of Wendorf--all of them based onthe presence or absence or diferent frequencies of lithics, as categorized inthe Tixier system.

     Of these differences they say:

"The Terminal Paleolithic of the Nile Valley does not seem to be as homogenous as Wendorf and Schild suggest (1970; 1976). From a technological point of view there are some affinities between Elkab (Vermeersch 1978) and the Qarunian sites (E2H1A, E29H1C: Wendorf and Schild, 1976): for example, bladelets were obtained essentiallyf rom cores with unfaceted striking platforms.  However, from a typological point of view the Qarunian is characterized by backed bladelets which are very rare at ElKab.  Moreover,t he microburin technique which is highly noticeable at Elkab is lacking  in Qarunian sites.

     Although the relations between the Arkinian and the Shamarkian, and between the Elkabian and the Qarunian are still poorly understood, there are certainly connections between the industries of the Nile Valley and the Western Desert. . ." (1984:190).
