


     6. Ceramics, Lithics, and Commodity Production.  The Kom el-Hisn ceramics represent one of only a few large, systematically collected samples from an Old Kingdom community.  There are comparative materials from other Old Kingdom Delta sites, such as Tell Basta, Mendes, Kom Abu Billou, el-Quatta, Tell el-Kibir, and Bhuto, but these have either not been collected through systematic excavation or have not been published in sufficient detail to allow detailed comparison with the Kom el-Hisn ceramics.  





    A sample of the Kom el-Hisn ceramics is illustrated in Figures 12-14.  In our research at Kom el-Hisn we are using ceramics to study various aspects of site chronology and functional differentiation, and we are experimenting with various typological and classificatory approaches.  Our description of these ceramics in the present paper is based on simple divisions according to clay types, manufacturing methods, surface treatment, and form [insert ref. from Karla].  





    Many of the Kom el-Hisn ceramics are made in Nile Silt C, comprising relatively coarse clay particles and coarse straw.  A common vessel in this category is a form of crude, handmade medium size jars with constricted necks and pointed bottoms (Figure 12,a-b).  Long associated with beer offerings, these vessels have been found in or near offering chapels at Giza and Abu Gurob, but rarely in the burial chambers themselves (Reisner 1955: 70).  Some of these from Giza and Abu Gurob contained plaster, perhaps indicating reuse (Eggebrecht 1974: 30-32).  Another common Nile Silt C form is the "bread mold" (Figure 12c), a crude vessel in which, according to inscriptions and illustrations, bread was baked by first heating the vessel over coals and then filling it with liquid dough and then covering it with a second mold (Eggebrecht 1974).  These vessels have been found in many Old Kingdom sites, in shapes varying from bowls to cups and with rounded or flat bottoms--but always with a rough exterior and a smooth interior.  Also common in Nile Silt C wares are trays and plates (e.g., Figure 12d), both handmade and wheelmade, and a considerable variety of bowls (Figures 12e-12f, Figure 13a).





    In Nile Silt B wares, the clay particles are coarse to relatively fine, and some vessels are also made with relatively fine straw tempering.  These occur in a diversity of forms and with varied surface treatments (Figures 12b-12g).  Most of these are wheel-made, many with a red exterior slip.  In fact, one of the most common types of pottery at Kom el-Hisn is a round-bottom carinated bowl in a relatively fine clay.  This form (Figure 13h) seems to be a good chronological marker, and is known at many different Old Kingdom sites.  We are presently doing statistical analyses that we hope will allow us to use relatively subtle variations in rim and neck attributes to seriate excavation units that we cannot connect stratigraphically.  These bowls are sometimes burned and seem to be associated with faunal remains and features indicative of domestic food-preparation and consumption.





    We found only a few pieces of Nile Silt A pottery (fine clay with no or very little organic tempering), all of them small fragments of the "Maidum" bowls well known at Maidum and other Old Kingdom sites (Kaiser 1969)





    From one excavation unit, 1261-1074 (Figure 14) we recovered a large collection of ceramics dating to the Middle Kingdom, mainly to the 11th and 12th Dynasties (c. 2080-1850 B.C.).  Many of these are in the form of bread molds (Figure 14a) made of Nice Silt C; various cups and bowls in Nile Silt B were associated with these bread molds, as were numerous rim sherds of a form of grayish-brown cups with very thin walls (Figure 14f).  





    We found only a few diagnostic of ceramics in marl clays--all of them in 12th Dynasty areas of the site.  Those from Old Kingdom areas are body sherds.  One of these was shaped and worn as if it had been used as a tool.





    In general, the ceramics from Kom el-Hisn seem to come mainly from the 5th and 6th Dynasties, and 12th Dynasties, but we strongly suspect that some of the forms we have found and have not been able to match with those from other sites are of First Intermediate period age.  In this regard, the recent discovery of a First Intermediate Period settlement at Tell ed-Dab'a, in the eastern Delta (Figure 1) offers good comparative possibilities.  Most of the Kom el-Hisn ceramics are what one would expect from an Old Kingdom provincial residential community, in that they seem mainly to reflect food storage, preparation, and consumption.  None of these ceramics appear to be non-Egyptian in origin, and there is little evidence of substantial import of ceramics from other areas (e.g., Qena wares).  On the other hand, we have found no evidence in the form of kilns, wasters, slag, or obvious workshops of extensive manufacturing--though here, too, the preliminary nature of our excavations must be stressed.  If activities such as casting, smelting, industrial ceramics production, etc. were separated from the main occupational areas, it is likely we would not yet have revealed them.  











     7. Epigraphic Material.  Although we have found many fragments of clay sealings, only the seals and sealings illustrated in Figure 17 were decipherable.  Inscribed mud sealings were used from at least Early Dynastic times and well into the Pharaonic era, often as sealings on pottery vessels containing various commodities, but also on documents and small containers and boxes (Kaplony 1977: 6).  





   Old Kingdom seals were made in both the cylinder and stamp form.  Old Kingdom cylinder seals generally bore the Horus and ring names of the king and the titles of the owner of the seal; they are usually small, compared to seals of other periods, and were often applied several times in a criss-cross pattern--as is exemplified in Figure  17a, which was found in Old Kingdom levels of Kom el-Hisn.  In this sealing there appear to be three sumperimposed impressions.  The design seems to be one in which there were two palace facades in the bottom row; sealings found elsewhere in this design had titles interspersed with these facades.  The upper part of the serekh, which should--according to others of this type--contain the Horus name of the king is missing.  Instead, following directly above the panelling, somewhat to the left, appears the Horus falcon,  with the crown in one Horus impression (and possibly in others).  Because of the superimposition of the sealings, it is not possible to determine if the falcon figures are part of the same scene as the palace facade impressions.  We have found no parallel cases in which the serekh appears without the Horus name in Old Kingdom sealings.  Possibly the falcons are parts of sealings that partially destroyed previous impressions.  The impression above the row of falcons is also partly obscured.  Remains of what appears to be the upper part of a serekh (?) with, inside, on the right, the sign for a "t" (part of a Horus name) and rounded signs under and next to the "t" are also visible.  Although we could find no close parallel examples of this sealing, in design and type of rolling it is quite similar to some other Old Kingdom impressions, as is illustrated in Figure  17b [insert ref. from Karla].





    Stamp seals begin to replace cylinder seals toward the end of the Old Kingdom but never do so completely (Kaplony 1977).  One type of stamp seal found at Kom el-Hisn is the half-cylinder, steatite piece illustrated in Figure 17c.  This seal was pierced longitudinally, doubtless to facilitate stringing it, and the back was rounded. The bottom plate is carved with a simple geometric design representing a person, seated, with upraised arms.  Similar seals have been found at Hu, Qua/Badari, and other sites, and have been roughly dated to the 6th through 8th Dynasties (Petrie 1901: plate XLI 1-4; Brunton 1927: plate XXXII, 22-28; plate XLVI, 52-62).   


 


    Another stamp seal found at Kom el-Hisn is in the common scarab shape (Figure 17d).  This seal, which is made of steatite, has a simplified design, with one line dividing the wings, a square profile, and very shallow grooving indicating the legs.  The engraved design on the bottom plate suggests the outline of a fish.  The simplified design suggests a Late First Intermediate Period - Early Middle Kingdom date (Ward 1978: 23); the fish design is rare, with the closest parallels being from Sedment (Petrie and Brunton 1924:plate XLIII, 31), dating to the 9th and 10th Dynasties, and from Harageh (Engelbach 1923: plate XX, 69), from an undated context.





    The fragments of stamp seal impressions found at Kom el-Hisn are illustrated in Figures 17e-17k.  Most of these come from excavations in areas that contained ceramics of 12th Dynasty styles (specifically, excavation unit 1261/1074 [Figure 4]).  Seal impressions like that of Figure 17e, with the cross-pattern, which resembles the hieroglyph for city, appeared in Egypt at the end of the Old Kingdom and well into the later Pharaonic era it continued to be used as a decorative design for scarabs.  Based on similar designs found on sealings from other sites, this specimen from Kom el-Hisn probably dates to the 6th - 8th Dynasties (Reisner 1932: 109; Vercoutter 1978).





    Fragments of sealings exhibiting linked scroll pattern, like those from Kom el-Hisn illustrated in Figures 17f-17i, are common throughout Egypt, in a great diversity of designs.  Some have been dated to pre - Middle Kingdom times (Petrie 1925: plate VI, 35-366, plate VII, 71-77; Ward 1978: 263-267), but the specimens from Kom el-Hisn come from areas that not only contain Middle Kingdom styles of pottery but also the two Middle Kingdom seal impressions illustrated in Figures 17k and 17j.  Figure 17k, which is impressed on a dark gray clay, reads "Shtp-(ib)-r'"--the throne name of Ammenmens I.  Seals from other sites similar to the Kom el-Hisn specimen give the private name seals of "Shtp-ib-r' 'nh" and Shtp-ib-r'-snb" (e.g., Figure 17l) (Martin 1971: plate XVI, 3, plate 43, 11 [?]).  In the Kom el-Hisn specimen ) the last part of the name is not preserved but the scheme is clearly the same.





    The Kom el-Hisn seal impression illustrated in Figure 17k was clearly used to seal a document; the impression of the papyrus sheet is visible on the back.  The impression reads "rsy(sic)[?] h3 (n) t3ty . . . ."   Similar sealings form other sites read 'h3 n t3ty n tp rsy" or "h3 n t3ty niwt rsyt"--or "hall of the vizier in the south" and "hall of the vizier in the southern city" (e.g., Figure 17m).





     8. Burials.  We have excavated three burials, two adults and a child--none of whom was buried with any goods whatever.  These burials were near the surface and are badly preserved.  All are cut into Old Kingdom architecture.  Nearly a thousand burials were excavated from the main sand/gravel mound (gezira) that borders the Old Kingdom settlement at the site (Hamada and el-Amir 1947; Hamada and Farid 1947, 1948, 1950), but most had some grave goods (unlike our examples) and apparently ranged in age from the First Intermediate Period to the Late Period (Brunton 1947).  The largest tomb at Kom el-Hisn has been dated on epigraphic and stylistic criteria to the early Middle Kingdom (Silverman personal communication).








V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS





    In two seasons of excavation we have demonstrated that the Old Kingdom and Middle Kingdom settlements at Kom el-Hisn are well-preserved and and extensive.  Most of our research has been designed to evaluate alternative models of provincial Egypt's socio-economic organization during a period of important cultural change.  The absence of evidence of commodity production, the similarity of artifacts to those at the political centers at Giza, and the inscribed sealings may reflect more functional interdependence, and less self-sufficiency, than is commonly attributed to Old Kingdom Egypt.  But our samples are inadequate as a basis for evaluating the research models.  In future seasons we hope to expand considerably our excavations of the Old Kingdom community at Kom el-Hisn.  Using satellite imagery studies also hope to continue our preliminary regional survey.  In some ways we consider this one of the most important parts of our research.  If the results are promising and if we complete our initial research design, we hope to concentrate in future seasons on a full-scale regional settlement survey.  It is within this regional framework that many of the questions raised in our work at Kom el-Hisn will ultimately be answered.
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