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Table 1.  Radiocarbon Dates from Kom el-Hisn.

Number                Material            Radiocarbon Years BP
SMU 1438               shell                 4173 +/-  59

SMU 1440               shell                 3882 +/- 200

Teledyne 318        carbonized wood          3970 +/- 130

SMU 1627            carbonized wood          3790 +/-  90

SMU 1882               shell                 4030 +/-  60

SMU 1569          unidentified carbon        3680 +/- 340

SMU 1552          combined carbon (unid.)   11344 +/- 241

Note:  Dates are based on the 5730 half-life, except the Teledyne date, which is based on the 5568 half-life; samples were corrected for fractionation; SMU 1552--a Pleistocene date--was from the lowest levels of our step-trench on the side of the modern village and the underlying mound, from under more than 2.0 meters of overlying cultural deposits; possibly it is from the sand/gravel formation under the cultural deposits; shell dates are suspect (see Rubin et al. 1963), but there is very little wood charcoal in our samples; the shells were found positioned exactly under the corners of a building;  when corrected to calendar dates, all but SMU 1552 correct to late Early Dynastic-Old Kingdom times.
